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one's finger-prints and disgracing oneself? How can we do that which
we consider disgraceful? Surely, we are not going to commit theft because
others do so. When Hampden refused to pay Ship Money, he did not
argue in this strain.

9.    If some persons take out the new Register, they will lose their
good name and earn the contempt of the Indian community.

10.    The disadvantage in taking out the new Register is that our
condition will thereby become worse than that of the Kaffirs.   The question
does not arise here whether men without permits gain or lose by taking
out or not taking out the Register. By taking out Registers we shall dis-
grace ourselves.   There is as much objection to taking out Registers as
to disgracing ourselves.   For those who cannot stand a gaol sentence, the
better course will be to leave the Transvaal.   It is, of course, cowardly
to leave the land, but it is even more cowardly to take out a new Register.

[From Gujarati]
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485. A RAT OF HOPE
There have not been two opinions on how far the Resolutions of the
mass meeting will produce results. As for Resolutions 3 and 4, what will
happen still remains to be seen. Their fruit is a long time away yet; and
this depends upon the determination of the Indian community. Nothing
but good can come of adhering staunchly to Resolution 4. However,
who can say that it has not already begun to have effect? At one time
it was thought that Resolution 3, about the sending of the deputation,
might be dropped. Recent Press messages show that we did very well in
sending the deputation in time. Our Johannesburg Correspondent says
that the Secretary of State has sent a cablegram to Lord Selborne asking
him to inform the British Indian Association that sanction to the Asiatic
Act will not be accorded before the representation of the Indian depu-
tation has been heard. This by itself shows that Resolution 3 has served its
purpose. Among the reasons that prompted the Secretary of State to attach
weight to Indian protests, the impact of Resolution 4 may be considered
to be the primary one. Lord Elgin's cablegram proves the usefulness of
Resolution 3 and also shows the impact of Resolution 4. Whether the
deputation succeeds or not, this much is established that the Imperial
Government has taken some notice of the Transvaal Indians. In these
circumstances, the deputation will be able to do really good work. If
Resolution 4 has begun to tell in such a short time, can it fail to have
effect in England and elsewhere once it is actually put into execution?
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